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Rabbi, rarents, Grandmothers, kelatives, and Friends:

Shalom! ZErev Tov! Thankyou all for coming to help me
celebrate my Bar liitzva. I have been told that really a Bar
Kitzva is automatic. As soon as a boy turns thirteen years of
age, he theoretically has all of the privileges and duties of a
Jewish man, He becomes Bar Nitzva. Nothing else is necessary.
Of course, any theoretical right is of no value unless its use
is known and understood. MA theoretiéal Bar Mitzva means
that I would not have to lead the services or even give a speech.
Hebrew school and especially thé special preparation with the
Rabbi to learn all of the things that I have over the past few
years would have been unnecessary, and, I must admit that when I
first heard about how I could theoretically become Bar Kitzva
without doing anything, it really sounded great. But, after
some thought and a little discussion I could see the importance
for me of this very busy Shabbos. I really needed to learn all
of these things. What good is a theoretical privilege if I do
not know how to exercise it? Being Bar Mitzva without learning
about our traditions is like having the right to vote and not
knowing how our government works, who the candidates are, or even
where the polling place is located. A W Mitzva is a commandment -
a deed - a responsibility. To understand the meaning of mitzva
requires some preparation in addition to ability and desire,
especially for a thirteen-year-old living in lafayette, Indiana
in 1976. Otherwise, how am I suppose to know when my priorities
get ressed up? Vhich comes first? Baseball? Hebrew School?
Skateboarding? Being with my friends? Being with my Pamily? .

I did firnd out that Hebrew
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studies are important and sometimes do come first. This
has been part of the lesson of my Bar Kitzva. Tomorrow
here in the synagogue we will learn other lessons. The
Rabbis have stated that we should learn a lesson every
Shabbos from the Torah. Believe me, there are many to be

learned. o

Tomorrow we will read a portion of the Torah which is
from the Book of Numbers. This portion is’called Brhaloscho
which refers to G-d's commandment to Aaron to light the lamps
in the Sanctuary. This portion.contains many things. It
speaks, amoung other things, aBout the Menorah or candelabra,
the duties and dedication of the Levites, the cloud which
covered the Sanctuary, the job which.jﬁv}:mor Jethro, the
father-in-law of Noses, assumed for the Jewish people, and
many more things including a description of several incidents
where the people complained loudly and bitterly doubting

whether G-d could and would take care of them.

Tonight I would like to talk about two of the main symbols
which are wentioned in my Torah portion, the cloud and the
Menorah or candelabra. But, first letg set the scene.

The people under the leadership of Loses have camped

at the foot of Kount Siani for almost two years. In that period
of time HMoses received the Commandments on the Hount, the
Torah was explained to the people, and the portable Sanctuary
was constructed under the guidence and direction of lioses.
And now the time has come for the people to begin their long
journey to the promised land - the land of milk and honey -
the land of Canaan, With this in mind , I want to tell you
the purpose of the cloud and the lesson of the Kenorah

described in this portion.
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The cloud or~__+$¥__in Hebrew covered the Sanctuary, the
place where the Ten Commandments were kept. At night this
cloud took upon itself the éppearance of a pillar of fire.

It symbolized G-d's presence in the midst of the Jewish people.
According to the Torah, when the cloud lifted itself up from
the_.wlggNg,of Sanctuary and spread itself like a beam of light
over the tribe of Judah, the people were to pack up and travel.
When the cloud stopped, the people were to stop and make camp.
As long as the cloud remained ét that spot, the people were to
remain there too.

Also ineluded in my portion, we are told about the particular
job which Jethro performed for the Jewish people. Jethro
wanted to return home to his native land of Midian. He had
joined the Jewish people and the Jewish religion and now, being
a complete Jew, he felt he could better serve Judaism by
returning to Iiidian. Iioses, however, tells him not to leave
them. Noses says, "We need you to be our eyes in the descrt,
to guide us and show us how to go." How could this be so?

In fact why was this even necessary? Didn't we just learn
that the cloud was going to lead them? What did lLioses and the
Jewish people need with Jethro? They already had the cloud
as & guide. But, the kabbis say that here there is really
no contradiction. It is true that the cloud raised itself up
when it was time for the Jewish people to travel - but - it

did not tell them where to travel. It told them when they
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should stop or had gome too far - but - it did not tell

them where to go. This was left up to man., I believe that
here we have one of the main lessons of my Bar Nitzva. Many
times we are aware that something is wrong - that either we
are doing something that we should not do or that we have

gone too far., G-d lets us know when we are not doing the
right thing. Our conscience bothers us. Our friends react
and we feel very uneasy. We knﬁw something is wrong. But,

it is up to us to coprect what is wrong. We cannot sit back
and wait for G-d to do it. We have to act. Ve will know also
if we have overreacted or underreacted - but - it is up to us.
lioshe knew this and that is why he asked his father-in-law,

Jethro, to stay. Because, he needed his experience and wisdom.

lloshe knew because G-d showed him when he must travel - but-
it was up to him to show the way. That is why I believe also
that in this same portion of the Torah we have a recounting of

s0 many complaints of the Jewish people about G-d. They did not
rezlise that it was up to them to act. G-d was not going to solve
211 of their problems for them. He may make them aware of

their problems - but - they had to take the first step to solve
them. The people did not want to do that. They wanted G-d to do
everything. ﬂxxhéﬂktthexAﬁﬁiﬁj

This brings us to one of the main symbols of Judaism - the

l'enorah or Candelabra. The Menorah stands for light, warnth, the
blessing of knowledge, enlightenment, harmony, etc. But the
Fenorah can shed no light unless we first light it. Until we

do something positive the symbolism of the lienorah is really

hollow — nothing but show. The tribe of Levi was singled out
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for special attention and special duties in the Torah because
they had the spirit of the Torah in them. They didn't sit back
and wait for G-d to do everything - they were willing to act.

I hope and pray that as I grow up, I will always renenber
the lessons of my Bar Mitzva. That I will always remember that
G-d is there to help me see all of my problems but that it is
up to me to take the first steps in solving them. G-d will
let me know if I am in the wrong. But, I must act and never
feel that nothing can be_accomplished. I hope that like Aaron
of 0ld, I will always try to light the Meﬁorah of learning,
warmth, kindness, peace, and harmony and never feel that 211
of these things should come to me without me making some positime
effort. lay I always realize that even if things appear to be
difficult or even impossible I will try to overcome the obstacles

. tall.
because G-d will help me but He won't do m.

At thls tlne I would like to thank my parents for everytﬁlﬁéJVf47
especially their love and patlen I want to thank my brother,
Les, fo@l'hm:;pb Le:éw;\ernl him thatbone day I hope I will
understand his temporary outbursts of impatience -~ probably
when I'm helping my sister with her Bas litzva. And to my
sister, Debra, thanks for helping me with my Hebrew translation.
I would also like to thank Rabbi Radinski for preparing me for
ry Bar Litzva and thank him also for his patience, understanding,

and sense of humor. iay 1 grow up to be a credit to my fawily,

my religion, and my community.

AXEN!!




